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· Conference Objective

Massive numbers of deaths in developing countries and sporadic but major outbreaks in developed countries due to contaminated drinking water have raised serious concerns about the quality of our water and of our ability to provide adequate protection of this valuable resource.  While chemical contaminants are of concern, bacteria, viruses and parasites can be deadly when they enter our drinking water supply.  The objective of this conference is to bring together the most up-to-date research from around the world in an effort to define the elements of what could potentially be a new frontier in the protection of our drinking water.

· Conference Program

The conference program will include both oral and poster presentations.  More than 150 papers by authors from around the world will be included in the oral presentations in three parallel sessions.

The conference will be devoted to an expose of the following areas:

· Recent Case Studies of Water-Borne Disease Outbreaks: Recommendations from inquiries, recent surveys on drinking water, aboriginal water, restoring public confidence, risk communication.

· The Regulatory Environment:  Legislation, regulations, guidelines, training and education, legal and liability issues, citizen involvement.

· Protecting Drinking Water at the Source:  Watershed protection, wetlands, agricultural and industrial pollution, groundwater, individual wells.

· Protecting Water at Treatment:  New treatment technologies, novel contaminants, taste and odour.

· Protecting Distributed Water and Distribution Systems:  Water testing and monitoring, use of artificial intelligence, biofilms, opportunistic pathogens, solid deposits.

· Health Issues:  Chemicals, bacteria, viruses, parasites, emerging pathogens, psychosocial issues.

· Privatizing Water Supply: Advantages/disadvantages.

· Who Should Attend

The conference should be of interest to regulatory personnel, environmental lawyers, drinking water practitioners, public health professionals, municipalities, conservation authorities, engineers, epidemiologists, toxicologists, microbiologists, and other researchers concerned with the provision of safe drinking water and the impacts of contaminated water on human health.  About 300 individuals from various disciplines are expected to attend this conference.

· Call for Abstracts

Abstracts for oral and poster presentations are being invited for consideration for the conference.  Abstracts of about 500 words in English can be submitted by electronic mail or on diskette (in WordPerfect or Word) to the Conference Secretariat and must be received by October 31, 2001.  Authors will be notified of acceptance of abstracts by December 15, 2001 at which time they will receive instructions for preparing an abstract for the Book of Abstracts which will be distributed to participants at the conference.   

· Poster Session

Several square metres of floor space will be made available to authors whose poster abstracts have been accepted by the conference technical reviewers.

· Exhibits

Companies or consultants which market products or services related to drinking water are encouraged to display their products/services in the exhibition area.  A nominal fee will be charged for the exhibits.  Further information is available from the Conference Secretariat.

· Pre-Conference Short Courses

Subject to interest, a number of specialized short courses in selected topics may be offered on Sunday afternoon, May 12 before the conference.

· Accommodation

Blocks of rooms will be booked for conference participants at downtown Ottawa hotels close to the conference venue but participants will be required to make their own reservations. 

· Registration Information

Prospective conference participants are required to fill out the attached Interest Reply Form and submit it to the Conference Secretariat.  Further details on registration will be included in the Second Announcement to be released by October 1, 2001.

· Key Dates for Authors

October 31, 2001 -- Receipt of Abstracts by the Secretariat 

December 15, 2001 -- Notification of Acceptance of Abstracts 

February 15, 2002 -- Receipt of Final Copy of Accepted Abstracts

May 12-15, 2002 -- Conference 

July 31, 2002  -- Receipt of Final Paper for Publication in Proceedings 

· Technical Reviewers

Kevin Hall – Centre for Water and the Environment, Queen’s University

Daniel Krewski – Centre for Population Health Risk Assessment, University of Ottawa

Leonard Ritter – Canadian Network of Toxicology Centres, University of Guelph

Steve Hrudey – Environmental Health Sciences, University of Alberta

Bob Gillham – Canadian Water Network, University of Waterloo

Rod Allan – National Water Research Institute, Environment Canada

Will Robertson – Health Canada

Patricia Lachmaniuk – Ontario Ministry of the Environment

· Conference Secretariat

For additional information, please contact the Conference Secretariat at:

Centre for Water and the Environment

Queen’s University

Kingston, Ontario, CANADA

K7L 3N6

Phone: 613-533-6438

Fax: 613-533-2128

E-mail:  cwe@civil.queensu.ca
· ICWH 2002 – Second Announcement

Details on conference registration, accommodation, short courses, and exhibits will be published in the Second Announcement by October 1, 2001.

· Further Information

If you wish to receive further information about the conference and to be placed on a mailing list for the Second Announcement, please complete and return the enclosed Interest Reply Form.  For the latest progress and information regarding the conference, please visit the Secretariat website at http://www. water.civil.queensu.ca.
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First International Conference on Water and Health

May 12-15, 2002

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

Interest Reply Form

Prospective participants interested in receiving information on registration for the First International Conference on Water and Health (ICWH 2002), the short courses, and the exhibits are requested to complete and return this form to the Conference Secretariat.

Title: _________________________________

Last Name: ______________________________________________

First Name: ______________________________________________

Organization: _____________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________

Postal Code: ____________________________________

Country: _______________________________________

Telephone Number: __________________________________________

Fax Number: ________________________________________________

E-Mail: ________________________________________

Please tick as appropriate:

· I wish to receive the Second Announcement.

· I intend to participate in the conference.

· I am interested in the pre-conference short courses.

· I would like to exhibit my products/services at the conference.

Please return this form to:

The ICWH 2002 Conference Secretariat

Centre for Water and the Environment

Queen’s University

Kingston, Ontario, CANADA

K7L 3N6

Tel: 613-533-6438

Fax: 613-533-2128

E-mail: cwe@civil.queensu.ca

