
SLA314H1F Dostoevsky 
R 2-4 
Fall 2014 
Instructor: Prof. Kate Holland   
AH 419; 926-1300-3484; kate.holland@utoronto.ca 
Office hours: T, R 11-12 and by appointment 
 

SLA 314: Dostoevsky 
 

An exploration of  the literary and intellectual legacy of  Fyodor Dostoevsky which focuses on Crime 
and Punishment and The Brothers Karamazov, but which also examines several short stories and novellas.  
Special attention will be given to Dostoevsky’s concept of  modernity. Close textual analysis will be 
accompanied by a discussion of  the historical, biographical, literary and philosophical contexts of  
Dostoevsky’s novels.  Readings and discussion will be in English.  Papers will be written in English. 
No Russian is required of  students. 
 
Readings 
 
Please note that you do not need to have the same editions as listed below, but only page references 
to these editions will be provided in class. You may choose to find your own copies of  the works to 
be read in class.  You will be expected to read 150-200 pages a week. 
 
The following titles, all by Dostoevsky, are available at Bob Miller’s Rook Room (180 Bloor St. West): 
 

— Poor Folk, 1846. Trans. Constance Garnett. Dover Publications, 2007.  
— Notes from Underground, 1863. Trans. Pevear and Volokhonsky. New York: Vintage, 1994. 
— Crime and Punishment, 1866.  Trans. Pevear and Volokhonsky.  New York: Vintage, 1992. 
— The Brothers Karamazov, 1880.  Trans. Pevear and Volokhonsky.  New York: Vintage, 1990. 
— “The Meek One,” 1876.  In The Eternal Husband and Other Stories. Trans Pevear and 

Volokhonsky, London: Bantam Books, 1990, 248-295. 
— “Dream of  a Ridiculous Man,” 1877. In the same collection as above, 296-319. 

 
Reading in Russian 
 
Those who are able to read the texts in the original Russian are encouraged to do so.  You must 
write your papers in English, but you may quote from the original works and passages in the original 
Russian will provided along with those in translation in the Blackboard tests. 
 
Useful Reference Works  
 
Bakhtin, Mikhail. Problems of  Dostoevsky’s Poetics. Minneapolis: University of  Minnesota Press, 1984. 
Bird, Robert. Fyodor Dostoevsky. Critical Lives Series. London: Reaktion Books, 2012. 
Dostoevsky, Fyodor. Complete Letters. 5 volumes. Ann Arbor: Ardis, 1988. 
Frank, Joseph. Dostoevsky: A Writer in His Time. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2012. 
Kelly, Catriona. Russian Literature: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford Paperbacks, 2001. 
Leatherbarrow, W. J. (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Dostoevskii. Cambridge: CUP, 2002. 
Scanlan, James P. Dostoevsky the Thinker. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2010.  



Terras, Victor, ed., Handbook of  Russian Literature (1985) 
Wasiolek, Edward, ed. The Notebooks for Crime and Punishment. Chicago: University of  Chicago 
  Press, 1967. 
---The Notebooks for The Brothers Karamazov, Chicago: University of  Chicago Press, 1971. 
---Crime and Punishment and the Critics, Belmont: Wadsworth, 1961. 
---The Brothers Karamazov and the Critics, Belmont: Wadsworth, 1967. 
 
Other secondary reading 
 
A bibliography of  secondary reading for use when writing papers will be available on the class site 
on Blackboard.  The texts will be available behind the main desk at the Kelly Library in St. Michaels 
College.  
 
Course format and assessment 
 
The course will consist of  a weekly two-hour session that will be a combination of  lecture and 
discussion and will deal with the readings for the week. All reading must be completed before 
class.  All students will be expected to attend the class, to have done the week’s readings and to be 
prepared to take part in the discussion.  Reading questions will be posted on the class site on 
Blackboard on the previous week.  These are intended to get you thinking as you do the reading and 
participate in class discussion. At the end of  the lecture I will highlight one or two questions which 
will be dealt with in the following week’s lecture.  These are questions which are highly relevant for 
the papers and the Blackboard tests.  All students should be prepared to answer these questions if  
called upon in class. A skeletal outline of  the lecture will be posted on the class site on Blackboard 
ahead of  time and students may bring the outline to class and follow along with the lecture. There 
will be 5 short pop quizzes during the course. These pop quizzes, along with class 
attendance, will be used to help determine the attendance and participation grade. The pop 
quizzes will be given at a random time during the class.  Students who are not present when 
they are given will have no other opportunity to take them.  Repeated failure to take the pop 
quizzes or attend lectures will result in the loss of  up to 10% of  the final course grade.   
 
All students in this course will write two papers of  1500 words and take two Blackboard-based 
on-line tests.  Paper topics will be provided several weeks ahead of  time.  Papers will be submitted 
electronically.  They should be saved either as a Word Document or a pdf  and uploaded to 
Blackboard by midnight on the due date.  Instructions will be given before the first paper.  It is your 
responsibility to make sure you know how to upload your paper.  Inability to upload your 
assignment to Blackboard does not constitute a legitimate excuse for late assignments. If  
you have problems submitting online, you may email the paper, but you will still be required 
to upload it at a later date with the instructor’s help. 
 
For both of  the papers you will be given a choice of  three topics which will all involve discussion of  
the ideas and themes covered in class. At least two secondary sources should be used, neither 
of  which should be a website.  References should be provided for ALL primary and 
secondary sources in a consistent manner.  A failure to declare sources sufficiently 
constitutes plagiarism and will be dealt with according to the U. of  T. regulations on 
cheating and plagiarism.  Make sure you familiarize yourself  with the rules on plagiarism 
and how to avoid it.  Please see the end of  the syllabus for more information about 
university and class policies on academic integrity.  You can find useful advice on this on the 



university writing centre’s website: http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-
sources/how-not-to-plagiarize. All papers must be written in English.   
 
The on-line tests will be administered through Blackboard. They will each last one hour and will 
consist of  passage recognition and contextualization.  Please note: students who miss class will 
place themselves at a considerable disadvantage for the tests which are largely based on in-
class lectures and discussion. 
 
Policy on Late Assignments 
 
Late assignments will only be accepted without penalty by prior arrangement. In cases of  medical 
or other emergency, a doctor’s note or equivalent is required.  In such cases you MUST contact the 
instructor PRIOR to the deadline to avoid penalty. It is your responsibility to make sure you have 
done this, but a reminder email will be sent to all students who fail to hand in their first assignment.  
No such reminders will follow for subsequent assignments. Late papers without prior agreement will 
be penalized at a rate of  5% per 24 hour period and will NOT be accepted more than one week 
after the original deadline. Inability to upload your assignment to Blackboard does not constitute a 
legitimate excuse for late assignments.  A sick note or similar must be provided by any student who 
fails to take the test on time, otherwise the student will receive a mark of  zero for the test. 
 
Drafts 
 
I am happy to read drafts of  assignments ahead of  time.  Drafts must be provided to me at least a week 
before the assignment deadline. 
 
Accessibility Needs 
 
The University of  Toronto is committed to accessibility. If  you require accommodations for a disability, or 
have any accessibility concerns about the course, the classroom or course materials, please contact 
Accessibility Services as soon as possible: disability.services@utoronto.ca or 
http://studentlife.utoronto.ca/accessibility   
 
Policy on Religious Holidays 
 
Students with religious commitments that interfere with class attendance or the timely submission 
of  assignments should let me know at the beginning of  the semester and I will make every effort to 
accommodate them. 
 
Blackboard 
 
This course will use Blackboard for distribution purposes and for assignments.  All students must 
have an active U of  T email address.  Important course information such as the paper topics, 
reading questions and lecture outlines will be posted on Blackboard.  It is your responsibility to log 
into Blackboard and obtain the information posted.  To log in, please visit: portal.utoronto.ca 
 
Office hours and email policies 
 
My office hours are on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11-12.  If  you cannot make this time, email me to 

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/how-not-to-plagiarize
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/how-not-to-plagiarize
https://webmail.utoronto.ca/imp/disability.services@utoronto.ca
http://studentlife.utoronto.ca/accessibility


make alternative arrangements.  I am in my office on most days but require advance notice via email if  you 
would like to meet with me.  In general the best way to contact me is by email.  I will do my best to answer 
your email within 12 hours. 
 
Grade Breakdown 
  
First paper (1500 words)         30% 
Second paper (1500 words)         30% 
First test          15% 
Second test          15% 
Attendance and participation           10% 
 
Percentage Grade GPA Grade Definition 
 
90-100 A+ 4.0 Outstanding 
85-89 A 4.0 Exceptional 
80-84 A- 3.7 
77-79 B+ 3.3 Good 
73-76 B 3.0 
70-72 B- 2.7 
67-69 C+ 2.3 Adequate 
63-66 C 2.0 
60-62 C- 1.7 
57-59 D+ 1.3 Marginal 
53-56 D 1.0 
50-52 D- 0.7 
0-49 F 0.0 Inadequate 
 
Performance Description 
 
A+ Outstanding performance, exceeding even the A described below.  
 
A Exceptional performance: strong evidence of  original thinking; good organization, capacity to 
analyze and synthesize; superior grasp of  subject matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of  
extensive knowledge base. 
 
B Good performance: evidence of  grasp of  subject matter; some evidence of  critical capacity and 
analytic ability; reasonable understanding of  relevant issues; evidence of  familiarity with the 
literature. 
 
C Intellectually adequate performance: student who is profiting from her or his university 
experience; understanding of  the subject matter and ability to develop solutions to simple problems 
in the material. 
 
D Minimally acceptable performance: some evidence of  familiarity with subject matter and some 
evidence that critical and analytic skills have been developed. 
 
F Inadequate performance: little evidence of  even superficial understanding of  the subject matter; 



weakness in critical and analytic skills; with limited or irrelevant use of  literature. 
 
Grading Policy 
 
If  you wish to dispute an individual assessment mark, you should return a copy of  your paper to me 
along with a detailed argument explaining why you think you deserved a higher grade attached to the 
paper.  It will then be at my discretion to decide whether to take the matter further.  The final course 
grades are final, so if  you are concerned about your performance, please make sure you come and 
talk to me in my office hours well before the end of  the semester.   
 
Schedule: 
 
Sept 11:  Introduction 
 
Sept 18: Poor Folk   
 
Sept 25: Notes from Underground  
 
Sept 26: First paper topics posted on Blackboard. 
 
Oct 2: Crime and Punishment, Parts One and Two 
 
Oct 9: Crime and Punishment, Parts Three and Four 
 
Oct 16: Crime and Punishment, Parts Five, Six and Epilogue 
 
Oct 17: First Blackboard test due by midnight. Paper topics provided for final paper  
 
Oct 23: The Brothers Karamazov, Books One, Two, Three and Four 
 
Oct 24: First paper due by midnight on Blackboard. Papers will be returned by the end of  
the day on Oct 31. 
 
Oct 30: The Brothers Karamazov, Books Five, Six and Seven 
 
Nov 6: The Brothers Karamazov, Books Eight, Nine and Ten  
 
Nov. 13:  The Brothers Karamazov, Books Eleven, Twelve 
 
Nov. 20: Short stories: “The Meek One” and “Dream of  a Ridiculous Man.” I will be away at a 
conference for this class, but will provide alternative Blackboard based materials for you to work on. 
 
Nov 27: The Brothers Karamazov, the Epilogue, and summation. 
 
Nov 30: Second paper due by midnight on Blackboard. 
 
Dec 1: Second Blackboard test due by midnight.  



Avoiding Plagiarism 

Please familiarize yourself with rules and expectations of academic integrity as described in 
University of Toronto’s Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters 
(http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/policies/behaveac.htm).  

To remind you of these expectations, and help you avoid accidental offences, I will ask you 
to include a signed Academic Integrity Checklist with every assignment. If you do not 
include the statement, your work will not be graded. 

Potential offences include, but are not limited to: 
In papers and assignments: 

• Using someone else’s ideas or words without appropriate acknowledgement. 
• Copying material word-for-word from a source (including lecture and study group 

notes) and not placing the words within quotation marks. 
• Submitting your own work in more than one course without the permission of the 

instructor. 
• Making up sources or facts. 
• Including references to sources that you did not use. 
• Obtaining or providing unauthorized assistance on any assignment including 

o working in groups on assignments that are supposed to be individual work, 
o having someone rewrite or add material to your work while “editing”. 

• Lending your work to a classmate who submits it as his/her own without your 
permission. 

On tests and exams: 
• Using or possessing any unauthorized aid, including a cell phone. 
• Looking at someone else’s answers 
• Letting someone else look at your answers. 
• Misrepresenting your identity. 
• Submitting an altered test for re-grading. 

Misrepresentation: 
• Falsifying or altering any documentation required by the University, including 

doctor’s notes.  
• Falsifying institutional documents or grades.  

 
 
 

http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/policies/behaveac.htm

