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SYLLABUS 
 

We will study works on various themes by nineteenth century Russian realist writers.  Those 

who know Russian should read them in the original.  For those of you who do not know Russian, 

or need an English aid, there are two books on sale at the Bob Miller Book Room at 181 Bloor 

Street W (Saltykov-Shhchedrin’s The Golovlyov Family, and Leskov’s Lady MacBeth of Mtsensk 

(Hesperus Classics).  Turgenev’s Sportsman’s Sketches in the Constance Garnett translation can 

be accessed at http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/t/turgenev/ivan/t93s/.  Other readings in English are 

avaialbel in Blackboard or on reserve at Kelly Library along with a selected bibliography.  Please 

use the assigned English translations.   

The syllabus may be tweaked in various ways as the semester progresses. 

  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Undergraduates: Each student will submit by email three questions about the week’s readings no 

later than 7pm on Monday before 8 classes.  Professor Orwin will comment on these questions 

and grade them, and where appropriate raise them in class discussion. Sometime before October 

18, each student will submit by email a written précis of a secondary source to be approved by 

Professor Orwin. There will be a take-home exam of no more than 1500 words handed out on 

http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/t/turgenev/ivan/t93s/


Blackboard on Friday noon, November 14 and to be submitted by email by noon on November 

17.  Each student will also write a 2500-3000 word essay on a topic agreed upon in advance with 

Professor Orwin by October 31 and due by email by 5 pm on December 2.  Papers are expected 

to show evidence of secondary reading from printed sources (i.e. not relying solely on internet 

sources), as well as providing supporting quotations from the text. References should be 

provided for all primary and secondary reading in a consistent format. 

 

Graduate students:   Each student will submit by email three questions about the week’s readings 

no later than 7pm on Monday before 8 classes.  Professor Orwin will comment on these 

questions and grade them, and where appropriate raise them in class discussion. Sometime 

before October 18, each student will submit by email a written précis of a secondary source to be 

approved by Professor Orwin. Each student will also write a 6000-7000 word essay on a topic 

agreed upon with Professor Orwin before October 15 and will present a 20 minute talk on some 

aspect of the topic. The student will submit by email an outline of the talk at least 2 weeks before 

it is to be presented and the outline will be graded and returned at least a week before the 

presentation.  The student will submit by email a written version of the talk on the day it is 

presented.  The seminar paper will be due December 22.   

 

MARKING SCHEME 
 

Undergraduates:  The questions about readings will receive number grades and will be worth 10 

percent of the total mark.  The précis will be worth 10 percent; the take-home exam will be 

worth 35 percent of the mark, and the final paper – 45 percent.  

Work handed in late without PRIOR permission from Prof. Orwin will incur a penalty of 5 

points the first day, and 3 points for each following day up to a limit of 15 points. 

 

Graduate Students: The questions about readings will receive letter grades and will be worth 10 

percent of the total mark.  The précis will be worth 10 percent; the outline – 10 percent; the 

written version of the class presentation – 25 percent; and the final paper – 45 percent.   

 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF READINGS  

 

September 10: What is Realism? 

 

September 17:  The Natural School 

Dostoevsky’s Бедные люди (Poor Folk)  

 

September 24: Peasants 

Turgenev’s «Хорь и Калиныч» (“Khor and Kalinych”) and «Стучит» (“The Knocking”); 

Chekhov’s «В овраге» (“In the Ravine”)  

 

October 1: The Superfluous Man 

Turgenev’s «Гамлет из Щигровского уезда» (“Hamlet from Shchigrov District”); «Дневник 

лишнего человека» (“Diary of a Superfluous Man”); «Сон Обломова» from Goncharov’s 



Oblomov; and Dobroliubov’s «Что такое обломовщина?» (“What is Oblomovshchina?”) 

(excerpts) 

 

October 8 and 15: Memoirs  

Tolstoy’s Детство (Childhood); Aksakov’s Семейная хроника (Family Chronicle)  

 

October 15: Professor Orwin must have approved graduate paper topics by this date 

 

October 17: Last date for submitting Précis 

 

October 22, October 29: Naturalism 

Pisemsky’s Горькая судьбина (A Bitter Fate); Ostrovsky’s Гроза (The Thunderstorm); 

Leskov’s «Леди Макбет Мценского уезда» (Lady McBeth of Mtsensk) 

 

October 31: Professor Orwin must have approved undergraduate paper topics by this date 

 

November 5: Social Criticism and Satire 

Saltykov’s Господа Головлевы (The Golovlyov Family)  

 

November 12: Utopias and Religion 

Chernyshevsky’s Что делать? (What Is To Be Done?) (excerpts); Dostoevsky’s «Сон 

смешного человека» (“Dream of a Ridiculous Man”); Chekhov’s «Архиерей» (“The Bishop”) 

 

November 14: Undergraduate take-home exam posted in Blackboard at noon; submitted 

by noon, November 17 

 

November 19: War  

Tolstoy’s «Кавказский пленник» (“Prisoner of the Caucasus”); Garshin’s «Четыре дня» (“Four 

Days”) and «Из воспоминаний рядового Иванова» (“From the Reminiscences of Private 

Ivanov”) 

 

November 26: Madness and Medical Realism 

Garshin’s «Красной цветок» (“The Red Flower”); Chekhov’s «Палата номер шесть» (“Ward 

Number Six”) 

 

December 2:  Undergraduate papers due 

 

December 3 (required for grad students only): class presentations 

 

December 22: Graduate papers due  

 

 
Plagiarism: 

Make sure you are familiar with the rules regarding plagiarism and how to avoid it. You will 

find useful advice on this and many other aspects of written assignments on the university 

writing centre’s web site: 

http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/advise.html 



See in particular the links to “How Not to Plagiarize”:  

http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html  

and “Standard Documentation Formats”: 

http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/document.html 

Hard copies of these and other documents from the writing centre can be found in the 

university and college libraries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

 

 

 


