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CCR199H1F Literature and Censorship 
First-year Humanities Seminar  
University of Toronto, Fall 2014 

 

 
 
Instructor: 
Professor Dragana Obradović 
dragana.obradovic@utoronto.ca      class hours: Tuesday, 10-12 
tel. 416 926 1300, ext. 3354.       class venue: WE 75 
Office: 427 Alumni Hall, fourth floor, 121 St. Joseph Street.  
Office hours: Tuesday and Wednesday, 1-2 or by appointment (email) 
 
Course description 
 
This class considers the dynamics between literature and the practices of cultural and social regulation. Through 
the study of controversial and banned texts, we will examine the themes of literature and the law; obscenity and 
the regulation of sexuality; political and ideological censorship; blasphemy and religion. We will also examine 
different ways of conceptualizing censorship itself.  
 
This courses raises the following questions: how has censorship been used as a political tool?; how has 
censorship been justified?; is censorship ever justifiable?; who censors?; what are the local categories of 
censorship?; how do writers write against a ban?; how do they write within it? 
 
Main readings  
  
-- John Milton, Areopagitica (excerpts) 
-- D. H. Lawrence, Lady Chatterley’s Lover *** 
-- Salman Rushdie, The Satanic Verses*** 
-- Vladimir Nikitenko, The Diary of a Censor  
-- Andre Brink, Mapmakers: Writing in A State of Siege  
-- Nadine Gordimer, Telling times, writing and living 1954-2008. 
-- Judith Butler, Excitable Speech (one chapter) 
-- Stanley Fish, There’s no such thing as free speech…and it’s a good thing, too (one chapter) 
  
 
Course format and assessment 
The course will consist of a weekly two-hour session that will be a combination of lecture and discussion and 
will deal with the readings for the week. All reading must be completed before class. All students will be 
expected to attend the class, to have done the week’s readings and to be prepared to take part in the discussion. 
There will be 5 short pop quizzes during the course. These pop quizzes, along with class attendance, will be used 
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to help determine the attendance and participation grade. The pop quizzes will be given at a random time during 
the class. Students who are not present when they are given will have no other opportunity to take them. 
Repeated failure to take the pop quizzes or attend lectures will result in the loss of up to 10% of the final 
course grade.  

All students in this course will write: 

 three essays of 750 words during the course of the semester 
 one argumentative response to a case study we will be doing on the course.   

Assignments will be submitted electronically. They should be saved either as a Word Document or a PDF and 
uploaded to Blackboard by 5pm on the due date. Instructions will be given before the first paper. It is your 
responsibility to make sure you know how to upload your paper. Inability to upload your assignment to 
Blackboard does not constitute a legitimate excuse for late assignments.  

For the first three papers you will be given a choice of three topics which will all involve discussion of the ideas 
and themes covered in class. These two papers will deal with the books or articles we’ve read in the previous 
classes. The paper topics will be given ahead of time. Secondary sources may be used but are not required. 
References should be provided for ALL primary and secondary sources in a consistent manner. A failure to 
declare sources sufficiently constitutes plagiarism and will be dealt with according to the U. of T. regulations on 
cheating and plagiarism. Make sure you familiarize yourself with the rules on plagiarism and how to avoid it 
(see next page for more information on plagiarism). All papers must be written in English. 

For the final paper (the argumentative response), students will either respond to the case of Enid Blyton or the 
publication ban on Hitler’s Mein Kampf that is still current in Germany. Your task, which will be explained in 
more detail closer to the deadline, is to take a position with regards to either case study and argue it 
methodically. The genre of the piece will be akin to making a public debate speech, or participating in a court 
case.  
 
Grade Breakdown  Deadline 

First paper (750 words) 25%   3 October  

Second paper (750 words) 25%  31 October 

Third paper (750 words) 25%  19 November 

Final assignment 15%  3 December 

Attendance and participation 10% ongoing   

 

Policy on Late Assignments 

Late assignments will only be accepted by prior arrangement. In cases of medical or other emergency, a doctor’s 
note or equivalent is required. In such cases you MUST contact the instructor PRIOR to the deadline, otherwise 
you will receive a zero grade for the assignment. It is your responsibility to make sure you have done this, but a 
reminder email will be sent to all students who fail to hand in their first assignment. No such reminders will 
follow for subsequent assignments. Late papers will be penalized at a rate of 5% per 24 hour period and will 
NOT be accepted more than one week after the original deadline. Students who have been absent from class for 
medical or other unavoidable reasons AND require an accommodation for missed or late term work must record 
their absence using the ROSI Absence Declaration as well as providing a doctor’s note or equivalent. Inability to 
upload your assignment to Blackboard does not constitute a legitimate excuse for late assignments. 
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Plagiarism 
 
Plagiarism is passing off someone else's work as your work (see standard guides for avoiding plagiarism): not 
attributing direct quotations or ideas to the proper source, paraphrasing or only slightly changing your sources 
without attribution, copying material from the internet and forgetting where you have taken it from. The 
University takes plagiarism very seriously and lays on very serious penalties. So give yourself lots of time to 
work on essays, take careful notes, do not copy materials directly from the internet. It is better to give a reputable 
author credit than to pretend that the ideas you are using are yours. See further 
<http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html> or more generally <http://www.utoronto.ca/writing> 
 

Performance Description 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A+ Outstanding performance, exceeding even the A described below.  

A Exceptional performance: strong evidence of original thinking; good organization, capacity to analyze and 
synthesize; superior grasp of subject matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of extensive knowledge 
base. 

B Good performance: evidence of grasp of subject matter; some evidence of critical capacity and analytic ability; 
reasonable understanding of relevant issues; evidence of familiarity with the literature. 

C Intellectually adequate performance: student who is profiting from her or his university experience; 
understanding of the subject matter and ability to develop solutions to simple problems in the material. 

D Minimally acceptable performance: some evidence of familiarity with subject matter and some evidence that 
critical and analytic skills have been developed. 

F Inadequate performance: little evidence of even superficial understanding of the subject matter; weakness in 
critical and analytic skills; with limited or irrelevant use of literature. 

Grading Policy 

If you wish to dispute an individual assessment mark, you should return a copy of your paper to me along with a 
detailed argument explaining why you think you deserved a higher grade attached to the paper. It will then be at 
my discretion to decide whether to take the matter further. The final course grades are final, so if you are 
concerned about your performance, please make sure you come and talk to me in my office hours well before the 
end of the semester.   

 
 

90-100 A+ 
85-89  A 
80-84 A- 

Excellent 

77-79 B+ 
73-76 B 
70-72 B- 

Very good 
-good 
 

67-69 C+ 
63-66 C 
60-62 C- 

Adequate 

57-59 D+ Marginal 
 

53-56 D 
50-52 D- 

Inadequate 
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Internet 
There is an enormous amount of information and misinformation available on the internet. While it is readily 
available, is sometimes well illustrated, often has links to other relevant sites, it has serious disadvantages: you 
cannot tell how reliable it is.  
 
IF you use an internet site, the cardinal rule is that you MUST cite it accurately and fully, giving the name of the 
"author," the site and page address, and the date it was posted, just as you would in citing a book, so that the 
reference can be checked. 
 

Accessibility Needs 

The University of Toronto is committed to accessibility. If you require accommodations for a disability, or have 
any accessibility concerns about the course, the classroom or course materials, please contact Accessibility 
Services as soon as possible: disability.services@utoronto.ca or http://studentlife.utoronto.ca/accessibility. 

Policy on Religious Holidays 

Students with religious commitments that interfere with class attendance or the timely submission of 
assignments should let me know at the beginning of the semester and I will make every effort to accommodate 
them. 

Blackboard 

This course will use Blackboard for distribution purposes and for assignments. All students must have an active 
U of T email address. Important course information such as the paper topics, reading questions and lecture 
outlines will be posted on Blackboard. It is your responsibility to log into Blackboard and obtain the information 
posted. To log in, please visit: portal.utoronto.ca 

Office hours and email policies 

My office hours are on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 1-2pm. If you cannot make these times, email me to make 
alternative arrangements. I will do my best to answer your email within 12 hours. 
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Semester Schedule 

The instructor might make some changes to this schedule but you will always receive two weeks’ notice.  

Week/date Theme and Readings  

1. 9 Sept Overview of course. Introduction to terminology and concepts. 

2. 16 Sept John Milton, Areopagitica 
Reading can be accessed at this link: 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~milton/reading_room/areopagitica/ 

3. 23 Sept Obscenity. 
D. H. Lawrenece, Lady Chatterley's Lover 

4. 30 Sept D. H. Lawrence, continued 
The Trial of Lady Chatterley: Regina v. Penguin Books Limited, excerpts 
from the transcript of the court case  
3 October—1st paper deadline  

5. 7 Oct State censorship: Tsarist Russia   
Vladimir Nikitenko, Diary of a Censor.   

6. 14 Oct Writer. v. State: South Africa 
Andre Brink, Mapmakers: Writing in a Sate of Siege.   
Nadine Gordimer, selected essays. 

7. 21 Oct Blasphemy.  
Salman Rushdie, The Satanic Verses 

8. 28 Oct Rushdie, continued 
31 October—2nd paper deadline 

9. 4 Nov Theory 
--Judith Butler, Excitable Speech, Introduction. [PDF, supplied by 
instructor] 
--Stanley Fish, There's no such thing as free speech... and it's a good thing 
too. [PDF, supplied by instructor] 

10. 11 Nov  Editing as Censorship?: Children’s Literature  
The Case of Enid Blyton (articles and select passages, to be supplied by 
instructor) 

11. 18 Nov   Fall break. No class.  
19 November—3rd paper deadline 

12. 25 Nov  Arguments for and against the Publication Ban on Hitler's Mein Kampf 
-articles and extracts 

13. 2 Dec  Contemporary face of censorship: Internet and digital technologies   
 3 December: final (4th) paper deadline 

 

 


