Canadian archeologists discover Old Testament-era tablet

BY JENNIFER GREEN

Canadian archeologists in
Turkey have unearthed an an-
cient treaty written in
cuneiform that could have
served as a model for the bib-
lical description of God’s
covenant with the Israelites.

The tablet, dating from
about 670 BC, is a treaty be-
tween the powerful Assyrian
king and his weaker vassal

states, written in a highly for-
mulaic language very similar
in form and style to the story
of Abraham’s covenant with
God in the Hebrew Bible, says
University of Toronto arche-
ologist Timothy Harrison.

Although biblical scholar-
ship differs, it is widely ac-
cepted that the Hebrew Bible
was being assembled around
the same time as this treaty,
the seventh century BC.

“Those documents ... seem
to reflect very closely the for-
mulaic structure of these
treaty documents,” he told
about 50 guests at the resi-
dence of the Turkish ambas-
sador Rafet Akgunay.

He was not necessarily say-
ing the Hebrews copied the

+ Assyrian text, substituting
their own story about how

* God liberated them from.

slavery in Egypt on the condi-

tion that they worship only
Him and follow his com-
mandments.

But it will be interesting for
scholars to have this parallel
document.

“The language in the (As-
syrian) texts is (very similar)
and now we have a treaty
document just a few miles up
the road from Jerusalem.”

See TABLET on PAGE A6
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Timothy Harrison’s dig at Tell Tayinat, Turkey, revealed
tens of thousands of items, including this ancient tablet.




Tablet:
Remarkable
anclent intrigue

Continued from PAGE Al

It was the first public announce-
ment about the importance of the
Ottawa-made tablet as Harrison
tries to pitch an international con-
sortium for creating a public park at
Tell Tayinat, the archeological site
in southeast Turkey.

“Many of our modern social val-
ues have ancient roots,” he said. “It
is important to illuminate this an-
cient history to discover who we are
and where we might be going.”

King Esarhaddon was nearing the
end of his reign in Assyria when he
drafted this treaty, trying to ensure
a peaceful succession to the throne,
Harrison said. “It was remarkable
the kind of the intrigue went on.”
One of the reasons they made these
treaties is that Esarhaddon’s father
was assassinated by a brother.

“So he brought together all the
rulers in the Assyrian empire and
essentially bound them to these
treaties (to) avoid political crisis. It’s
a very complex document to deal
with, sophisticated and intricate ...
anticipating all the possibilities that
might arise.”

Harrison’s dig at Tell Tayinat re-
vealed tens of thousands of items
last summer, including the tablet. It
measured 43x28 centimetres, with
650 and 700 tiny lines of script —
and was smashed to pieces. Still, at
least the pieces were all in one
place. Dozens of similar smashed
tablets were scattered.

The excavation, near the eastern
shore of the Mediterranean Sea
about 300 kilometres north of Dam-
ascus, has exposed a temple or reli-
gious sanctuary with ornately carved
columns, monumental staircases and
other remnants of a powerful king-
dom destroyed by Assyrian invaders
in 738 BC. The team plans to return
to the site this summer.

Meanwhile, work will continue on
the restoration and translation of
the tablet.
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