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In Exchange

A REPORT CN TfIE SOVIET-AMERICAN roLSTOY CCNFERENCE

krr:I Mandelker, CUNY Graduate Center

Frank R. Silbajoris, Chio State University

'!he US-USSR Camri.ssion on the Humanities and Social SCiences,
Sutccmnission on Literature and Languages for the project "Arreri­
can ~sian Literary Relations" rret for its second v.orking con­
fereoce on January 20-21, 1988, in New York City. '!he first con­
ference was held on January 6-7 I 1987, at the Academy of Sciences
Gorky Institute of WOrld Literature in M:JSCCM. Both conferences
were sponsored by the Al'rerican Council of Learned Societies-SoY­
iet Academy of Sciences Ccmni.ssion on the l-h1rnanities and Social
Sciences, administered in the United States by the International
Research and EXchanges Board (IREX) •

'!he Soviet participants were Professors Lydia D. Grarova­
cpulskaia, Aleksei L. Nalepin, and Dnitrii M. urnov, all of the
Q:>rky Institute; and Nikolai N. Skatov, Institute of Russian Lit­
erature (Pushkinskii dan). 'Ihe Arrerican side was represented by
Frank R. Silbajoris, The Ohio State University(Coordinator of the
SUl::canni.ssionl i Dr. Edward Kasinec, the New York Public Library
Slavonic Division (d1air, AAASS Camri.tte on Archives and Manuscripts);
Dr. Richard Gustafson, Barnard College and COlurrbia University;
Gary saul furson, Northwestern University; Amy Mandelker, CUNY
Graduate Center; William B. algerton, Indiana University; Fobert
T. Whittaker, Lehman College, CUNY; Robert Karlovich, Pratt Insti­
tute; Vitaut Kippel, Hunter College; Nicholas Rzhevsky, SUNY Stony
Brook; and 'Itlana.s E. Bird, Q,leens COllege.

'Il1e first session was concerned with archival rraterials on
Tolstoy available in the New York rretropolitan area. Robert T.
Whittaker reported on these naterials[editor's note: see "'lhe Tolstoy
Archival am. Manuscript Project" which follows] and distri..bJ.ted a
manual .sunmarizing the holdings in local collections; the manual
offers brief descriptions, including 123 items by Tolstoy, 145 items
by relatives of Tolstoy and 5 letters of V. G. Chertkov. Descrip­
tions of these naterials are also available in the databa.se kept
in the NYPL Slavonic Division. 'lhanas Bird then offered a brief
aCCOW1t of the history of the "Frey Collection" at the New York Pub­
lic Library. Robert KarlcMich cart'l'ented on the t\o.O presentations
on archival rraterials. 'It1e Soviet representatives received copies
of the dcx::uments and were impressed with the efficacy of C'CJTp.lt.er­
ized procedures in archival research.

'!he second portion of the meeting offered assessrrents of recent
developrents in Arrerican Tolstoy scholarship by the authors of tw::l
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major v.orks on 'Iblstoy which have appeareCI. in the last year. First,
Richard Gustafson sp::lke on "Pecent American Publications on Tolstoy,"
including a synopsis of his bx>k Leo 'Iblstoy. Resident and Stranger.
saul l-brson e!a1:xJrated his theory of "prosaics" with special refer­
ence to Tolstoy's Anna Karenina, the subject of his next l:x:x:>k. krrj
M:mdelker <:XllTlEI1ted on this section.

'!he third section of the conference was devoted to a considera­
tion of practical issues involved in joint saviet-Anerican prtrluction
and preparation of archival and textological materials for publica­
tion. Antonia Glasse sp::>ke on "Recent Soviet-American Archeographi­
cal and Texto!CX"}ical W:Jrk," surrmarizing her experiences in we>rking
on a collaJ:orative project to bring out a volurre of I.erYrontov mater­
ials. William Etlgerton then sp:Jk.e on '''Ihe EXperience of Publishing
Anerican Archival Materials in the Soviet Union," with special refer­
ence to his v.ork with Literat:urJx)e nasledstvo. '!he section was con­
cluded. by Edward Kasinec who coornented on archival matters.

D.lring the fcm:th section of the conference, the Soviet delega­
tion offered their contributions on. the topic of "Recent Russian!
Soviet and Eastern European Publications, Archeographic and Tex.tologi­
cal Work on Tolstoy." Lydia Grarova--cp.uskaia spoke of the ongoing
effort to docurtent the extensive corresp:mdence l:::etween Tolstoy and
his American corresp::mdents. r:rni.trii Urnov made extensive carments
on Arrerican visitors to 'lblstoy's estate and on the American authors
in Tolstoy's Yasnaya Polyana library. Alek.sei Nalepin' s report cen­
tered on the rreroirs of American guests of Tolstoy as a source for
studying the writer 1 s creative biography. Nikolai Skatov discussed
an open letter by N. Fedorov to Tolstoy, and then gave a general sur­
vey of the activities of the Gorky Institute. Af~r ccmrents and
questions, a suma.ry by Frank Silbajoris conclude::1 the session.. Par­
ticipants reasserrbled at the New York Public Library, where the Sla­
vonic Division had prepared an exhibit of archival materials.· Edward
Kasinec spoke al:x::ut the history of the Slavonic collection as well as
about the extent and variety of its holdings.

'!he second day of the conference was devoted to reports by the
Arrerican side on ongoing activities of the IUssian Classical Litera­
ture Group in America, on the Tolstoy Archival Materials session at
the san Francisco AATSEEL conference, and a discussion of the pros­
pects for p.lblishi..n::1 tw:> discrete Soviet and American volures on
Tolstoy research prepared by the Tolstoy subccmni.ssion on. roth sides.
Lydia Grarova-<:pulskaia described cpportunities for American contri­
butions to the fort.hcani.ng" new Academy edition of Tolstoy's carplete
works, and spoke of the next rreeting of the subccmni.ssion in spring,
1989, in the SOViet Union. '!he meeting will t:e held either in
Yasnaya Polyana or in M)scow.




